
Oral examination/Progress Review/Annual Progress 

Review undertaken 

Decision 

Successful Unsuccessful 

Appeal submitted to Academic Affairs using the Faculty 
Student Research Appeals Committee (FSRAC) Form 

Considered by Sifting Panel 

Appeal documentation has 
presented sufficient evidence, or a 

sufficiently compelling case 

Appeal documentation has not 
presented sufficient evidence, or a 

sufficiently compelling case 

Appeal sent to School for 
response 

Original appeal documentation 
reviewed by Review Panel 

Appeal considered by FSRAC on 

papers 
Original sifting 

decision overturned 

Appeal to Central Student Research 
Appeals Committee (CSRAC) on grounds 

Considered by Sifting Panel 

Appeal documentation has 
presented sufficient evidence, or a 

sufficiently compelling case 

Appeal documentation has not 
presented sufficient evidence, or a 

sufficiently compelling case 

Appeal considered by CSRAC with 
student and School 

Representative present 

Original appeal documentation 
reviewed by Review Panel 

Academic Appeal Regulations (Research Degree Programmes) 
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CSRAC Appeal not Upheld. 

End of internal process* 

Original sifting 
decision overturned 

 

 
* No further right of appeal internal to the University, however, a student may submit a complaint about maladministration to the 

Northern Ireland Public Services Ombudsman https://nipso.org.uk/about-us/who-we-are/ within six months of notification of the 

University’s final decision. 

Original sifting decision 
confirmed. End of 
internal process* 

CSRAC Appeal 
Upheld 

Appeal not upheld Appeal upheld 

Original sifting 
decision confirmed. 

End of internal 
process* 


